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the pieces of copper, which communicated their poison to it,
owing to their very great heat; for we know by experience that
this copper, when it is put into the fire for the first time, exhales
‘very malignant vapors, which are thick and infectious and
whiten the fireplace. It is not, however, a poison so immediate
as not to operate more promptly in some cases than in others,
as happened with those of whom we are speaking; who, being
already affected by the poison, may have easily imagined that
they heard those voices, if they heard, however slightly, some
echo, such as is commonly found among the Rocks bordering
that Island.

Perhaps this fable has been invented since the event, from
not knowing to what to attribute the death of those Savages;
and when they say that it is a floating Island, it is not incred-
ible that the mists with which it is often laden, by becoming
thin or dense under the Sun’s rays, make the Island appear to
the observer sometimes very near, and at other times farther
away.

What is certain is that, in the common opinion of the Sav-
ages, there is a great abundance of Copper in that Island; but
they dare not go there. It is there that we hope to begin the
discoveries which we purpose making this Summer.

Advancing as far as the part called “the great inlet,” one
comes to an Island three leagues from the land, renowned for
the metal that is found there, and for the name [7hunder],
which it bears because it is said to thunder there all the time.

But farther toward the West, on the same North side, is
found the Island which is most famous for Copper, and is called
Minong [Isle Royale] ; this is the one in which, as the Savages
have told many people, the metal exists in abundance, and in
many places. Tt is large, and is fully twenty-five leagues long;
it is distant seven leagues from the mainland, and more than
sixty from the end of the Lake. Pieces of Copper, mingled with
the stones, are found at the water’s edge almost all around the
Island, especially on the South side; but principally in a cer-
tain inlet that is near the end facing the Northeast, toward the
offing, there are some very steep clay hills where are seen sev-
eral strata or beds of red Copper, one over another, separated or



